Message

From: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: 7/1/2021 8:36:13 PM
To: Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad

[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Brian Clark [brian.clark@state.mn.us]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD)
[verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; burkmanc@michigan.gov; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; Christlyn Particka
[chrislyn@msu.edu]; cindy flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu; deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Whitford,
Fred . [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn nice [ghice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.ohio.gov]; Chahal,
Gurinderbir (MDA) [g.chahal @state.mn.us]; Fischer, Heidi (MDA) [heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; Jessica Burns
[burns. 1097 @osu.edu]; becovitzj [becovitzj@purdue.edu]; john stone [stonejo2 @msu.edu]; Jolene Hendrix
[jhendrix@umn.edu]; Leach, Carrie A [leach13@purdue.edu]; Ken Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; Kerr, Samantha
[Samantha.Kerr@Ilinois.gov]; Kern, Kevin (MDARD) [kernk@michigan.gov]; Lance Forsberg [lif@msu.edu]; Reed,
Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry Lori Bowman [Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov];
Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu]; McCloskey, Mark D - DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary
ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson [m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt
Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; Jorgenson, Matt J (MDA) [Matt.Jorgenson@state.mn.us]; buesinge
[buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Sipes, Monica L - DATCP [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov]; Ajayi, Olafimihan
[olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; Oemig, Otto W - DATCP [Otto.Oemig@wisconsin.gov]; Mann, Rajinder (MDA)
[rajinder.mann@state.mn.us]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, Roger
(MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA)
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; thbrown [thbrown@umn.edu]; Travis
Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Amber Hanson Glaeser [amber.glaeser@fbmn.org]; Criag Anderson
(canderso@michfb.com) [canderso@michfb.com]; Larry Antosch [lantosch@ofbf.org]; Lauren Lurkins
[Hurkins@ilfb.org]; Lindsey Ramsey (Iramsey@ilfb.org) [Iramsey@ilfb.org]; Anna Tristan [atristan@ingham.org];
aprieto@illinoismigrant.org; Ben OHearn [bohearn@migrantlegalaid.com]; bscritchfield@illinoismigrant.org; Carlos
Cisneros-Vilchis [ccisnerosvilchis@legalaidchicago.org]; Dana Cowsert [danaC@proteusinc.net]; Deb Martin
[demartin@wsos.org]; Elearce Sawyers [ESawyers@chpofil.org]; erica sweitzer-beckman [elb@legalaction.org];
Esperanza Velasquez [evelasquez@illinoismigrant.org]; Eva Alvarez [ealvarez@lsscm.org]; Guadalupe Cruz
[cruzg@michigan.gov]; Heather Cruz [hcruz@pathstone.org]; heladio.zavala@umos.org; Jesus Centero
[centeroj@michigan.gov]; Jesusa Rivera [jesusar@proteusinc.net]; Kara Moberg [kmoberg@Isscm.org];
kgm@legalaction.org; kristin hoffman [kristin.hoffman@ilsi.net]; Laura Waldvogel [laura@famhealth.com]; Lauren
Dana [ldana@legalaidchicago.org]; Lisa Palumbo [Ipalumbo@legalaidchicago.org]; Lisa Sciolaro
[sciolaro.lisa@dol.gov]; lupe.martinez@umos.org; Mariah Hennen [mkh@legalaction.org]; Mariyam Hussain
[mhussain@legalaidchicago.org]; Mark Heller [mheller@ablelaw.org]; Mary Phelan [mphelan@illinoismigrant.org];
Melynda Pinckley [melyndap@proteusinc.net]; Miriam Sonderborg [miriamS@proteusinc.net]; Mischa Fleishman
[mfleishman@legalaidchicago.org]; Molly Spaak [mspaak@migrantlegalaid.com]; psawyer@illinoismigrant.org;
Randall Collins [randallc@proteusinc.net]; Rosa Flores [rosa.flores@illinois.gov]; Rosa Ortega
[rosa.ortega@dwd.wisconsin.gov]; Scott Laeser [slaeser@cleanwisconsin.org]; thendricks@mmlap.com;
tomr@ruralaction.org

cC: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Moore,
Tammy [moore.tammy@epa.gov]; Calvo, Estrella [calvo.estrella@epa.gov]; Syed, Sharmin [Syed.Sharmin@epa.gov];
Schroeder, Carolyn [Schroeder.Carolyn@epa.gov]; Lioyd, Matthew [Lioyd.Matthew@epa.gov]; Kasai, Jeanne
[Kasai.Jeanne@epa.gov]; Anderson, Christine [anderson.christinea@epa.gov]; Chou, Shem [Chou.Shem@epa.gov}];
Dibblee, Seth [Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Haff, Janet [haff.janet@epa.gov]; Koralewska, Ludmilla (Mila)
[koralewska.ludmilla@epa.gov]; Mendez, Juan [Mendez.Juan@epa.gov]; Mysz, Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov]; Nash,
James [nash.james@epa.gov]; Oliva, Beatriz [Oliva.Beatriz@epa.gov]; Rittenhouse, Susan
[Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Som, Kushal [som.kushal@epa.gov]; Wiebenga, Marlyse
[Wiebenga.Marlyse@epa.gov]; Bouche, Angela [bouche.angela@epa.gov]; Capiro, Mirtha [capiro.mirtha@epa.gov];
Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Swenson, Thomas [Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail
[wesley.abigail@epa.gov]; Buster, Pamela [Buster.Pamela@epa.gov]; Hopkins, Yvette [Hopkins.Yvette@epa.gov];
ONeill, Sandra [ONeill.Sandra@epa.gov]; Ryan, Emily [ryan.emily@epa.gov]; Walsh, Linsey [Walsh.Linsey@epa.gov];
Wire, Cindy [Wire.Cindy@epa.gov]

Subject: EPA Announces $50 Million to Fund Environmental Justice [nitiatives Under the American Rescue Plan
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WASHINGTON (June 25, 2021) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today announced that it will provide
S50 million dollars for Environmental Justice (EJ) initiatives through funds allocated to EPA under the American Rescue
Plan (ARP).

EPA is also announcing today for the first time how the agency will distribute the $50 million in ARP funds. A
breakdown is provided below:

e $16,650,000 will be used to fund EJ grants.

e 57,000,000 will fund a tailored use of the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) rebate program to address
priority EJ issues for reducing diesel pollution.

e 55,130,000 will be used to expand civil and criminal enforcement to include monitoring near low-income
communities and drinking water sources for pollution including air toxics and hazardous metals.

e 55,000,000 will help communities tackle the challenge of assessing, cleaning up and preparing brownfield sites
for redevelopment.

e 54,850,000 will go to children’s health issues and will fund the Children’s Healthy Learning Environments Grant
and Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units (PEHSUs).

e 54,700,000 will be used for drinking water and compliance monitoring in rural and tribal areas.

e 52,150,000 will support the agency’s community driven solutions effort to collaboratively build community
capacity to address air and water issues in underserved communities.

e 51,600,000 will support the Tribal General Assistance Program.

e $720,000 will be used to enhance the development of EISCREEN, the EJ analysis tool and support related
resources.

e S$700,000 is allocated for a climate protection program....

e  $500,000 will support new methods of outreach and support for those performing analysis and outreach related
to critical EJ issues in the oil and gas sector.

e 51,000,000 will be used for administrative costs pursuant to the 2% reserved in the law for this purpose.

More Details are provided further below.

Donald

Donald Baumgariner, B.S,, M5, Medical Entomologist

RS WPS Coordinator, RS C&T Coord., Mi Tech Contact, Bed Bug Specialist, Zika/Mosg Control, Urban Pests, Pollinators
TSCA and Pasticides Section {LL-171}, Land and Chemicals Branch

1.5, Environmantal Protection Agency Region &

F7 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, iHinols 80604

ph. 312/886-7835

fax 3126972531
baumgartner. donsld@epa.gov
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From: Office of Public Engagement <OPEEE@epa.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 10:48 AM
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To: Baumgartner, Donald <baumgartner.donald@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Announces $50 Million to Fund Environmental Justice Initiatives Under the American Rescue Plan

EPA Announces $50 Million to Fund Environmental Justice
Initiatives Under the American Rescue Plan

WASHINGTON (June 25, 2021) — The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today
announced that it will provide $50 million dollars for Environmental Justice (EJ) initiatives through
funds allocated to EPA under the American Rescue Plan (ARP). In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, Congress designated this funding for grants, contracts, and other agency activities that
identify and address disproportionate environmental or public health harms and risks in underserved
communities through a range of local initiatives.

"We know how important it is to put funding to work in environmentally overburdened,
economically underserved areas, and today we’re excited to let our communities know that thanks to
the American Rescue Plan, help is here,” said Administrator Michael S. Regan. "EPA is drawing on
its many years of experience working with communities and organizations that strive for
environmental justice to ensure these funds will deliver real-world results for those who need it
most.”

At an event today at the Ashburton Filtration Plant in Baltimore, Maryland, Administrator Regan
announced that $200,000 is going to the YH2O mentoring program in Baltimore City — an on-the-
job training program that prepares young adults to be employed in full-time jobs within the water
industry. Participants are involved in water quality monitoring, sampling, and reporting as they
develop skills to improve water quality in urban and rural communities and ultimately transition into
water infrastructure jobs.

Moving forward, EPA will also work to award an additional $50 million provided under the ARP for
enhanced air quality monitoring, including plans to use a portion of these funds to solicit proposals
from community groups, state, local and tribal air agencies to conduct monitoring of pollutants of
greatest concern in communities with health outcome disparities.

"Taking on environmental injustice is necessary for present and future generations to thrive. I thank
the EPA for recognizing this and bolstering our local efforts to build a cleaner, greener, more
equitable Baltimore. This investment will support Baltimore YH2O0, a six-month program that
extends opportunity to young adults through full-time employment in the water industry,” said
Baltimore Mayor Brandon M. Scott.

“We must always see investments in our infrastructure as investments in our communities, including

not only roads and bridges and pipes and drains, but also people. Infrastructure means jobs.
Infrastructure means opportunities — opportunities to make a lasting difference, and opportunities to
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learn and refine the skills on which strong careers are built. That’s why I am excited to help
underscore the importance of the EPA American Rescue Plan grant announced today to the
Baltimore DPW YH20 mentoring program, which prepares young adults for full-time jobs in the
drinking water and wastewater services industry. These are exactly the type of targeted, community-
focused investments we need to continue making in this city and country alike,” said Senator Ben
Cardin.

“Every Marylander needs access to clean, safe drinking water. This federal investment will support
critical workforce training in preventing and reducing water pollution, which will not only help us
protect public health by ensuring safe drinking water but also prepare more Marylanders for careers
in this field. I was proud to help secure these funds within the American Rescue Plan and will
continue working in Congress and with Administrator Regan to provide resources to upgrade our
water infrastructure and address environmental inequities across our state,” said Senator Chris Van
Hollen.

“The Hogan Administration is proud of the environmental progress we’re making and the bipartisan
partnerships we’re building with EPA Administrator Regan and Congress on clean water and energy
infrastructure, public health, environmental equity, community revitalization, and green jobs in
Maryland,” said Maryland Secretary of the Environment Ben Grumbles.

“Clean air and clean water should be American birthrights. President Biden and Vice President
Harris share this perspective and are committed to having the EPA active in every community across
America, no matter the zip code. I welcome their presence in my District and their grant toward
mentoring programs in Baltimore,” said Congressman Kweisi Mfume.

“The American Rescue Plan provides dedicated federal funding to support projects in Baltimore and
across the country that advance environmental justice and equity. Too many communities in
America have been denied equal access to clean drinking water, healthy air and accessible green
spaces. Working closely with the Biden Administration and my colleagues in Congress, I will
continue to prioritize environmental justice efforts that lift up every community and improve the
health and well-being of all Americans,” said Congressman John Sarbanes.

“The American Rescue Plan continues to deliver for communities like Baltimore — in this case, by
providing young adults the opportunity to receive on-the-job-training for careers in the water
infrastructure industry. This effort is a smart, common sense way to create quality jobs so that more
Marylanders can support their families today while ensuring our communities have safe roads,
bridges and pipelines for the economy of the future,” said Congressman C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger.

EPA is assisting under-resourced communities by quickly getting out ARP funding to leverage
important programs that improve air quality, drinking water, revitalization of brownfields, diesel
emissions from buses in low income communities and communities of color. Under EPA’s State
Environmental Justice Cooperative Agreement (SEJCA) program, the agency is awarding its first
competitive grants focusing directly on the unequal impacts the COVID-19 pandemic has had on
communities of color, low income communities, and other vulnerable populations. Projects include
training, developing citizen-science tools, pollution monitoring, and educational campaigns to enable
EJ advocates, scientists, and decision-makers to address pollution and create thriving communities.

Funding currently being distributed totals approximately $2.8 million for 14 EJ-focused projects,

with more to be announced soon throughout the country. In addition to the Baltimore City grant,
today’s announcement includes funding for the following projects in underserved communities:
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o City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin — for outreach and education through a Healthy People, Homes and
Neighborhood campaign.

s City of Fort Collins, Colorado — for a housing intervention program targeting indoor air quality.

o South Coast Air Quality Management District, California — to establish an Air Quality Academy to
provide resources and training to improve environmental literacy and air quality data.

s Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles, California — for a community health worker pilot
program on asthma awareness.

¢ Public Health-Seattle & King County, Washington — for community health worker training on
healthy homes and home assessments.

o Tohono O'odham Tribal Nation, Arizona — for developing local plans to address air quality issues.

e Virginia Department of Environmental Quality — for developing and implementing an EJ training
academy and EJ map-based tool.

e Alabama Department of Environmental Management — for public education on air pollution and
disinfectants.

¢ City of Houston, Texas — to launch the Houston Inspires/Houston Inspira public education campaign
to creatively engage with communities about clean air and COVID-19.

o City of Madison, WI — to implement Intervene Against COVID-19, a public education, training, and
emergency planning program.

e City of Hartford Department of Health and Human Services, Connecticut — to implement a new
strategy to increase outreach on asthma and environmental hazards.

»  City of San Pablo, CA — to deploy an afterschool internship program for disadvantaged high school
students to raise awareness and mitigate the impacts of COVID-19.

e Massachusetts Department of Health — to support the Asthma Prevention and Control Program
which seeks to improve asthma outcomes in multiple underserved communities.

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 was signed into law in March 11, 2021. It provides funds to
address health outcome disparities from pollution and the COVID-19 pandemic. To learn more
about the ARP, visit: hitps://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text

EPA is also announcing today for the first time how the agency will distribute the $50 million in
ARP funds. A breakdown is provided below:

e 516,650,000 will be used to fund EJ grants. This includes State EJ Cooperative Agreement awards
(SEJCA), EJ collaborative problem-solving (EJCPS), and EJ small grants (EJSG). Tribes and territories
are eligible for each of these programs and the application requests have closed for this fiscal year.
This funding also helps with capacity building, training and assessments, the Puerto Rico drinking
water systems capacity assessment, and a new Appalachia Initiative for Revitalization. it will provide
technical assistance and environmental youth STEM training in overburdened communities.

e 57,000,000 will fund a tailored use of the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) rebate program to
address priority EJ issues for reducing diesel pollution. This DERA rebate program will fund electric
school buses using screening criteria with the goal of reaching fleets in underserved communities
with multiple air quality and health challenges.

e 55,130,000 will be used to expand civil and criminal enforcement to include monitoring near low-
income communities and drinking water sources for pollution including air toxics and hazardous
metals. It also supports EJ analyses related to oil and gas production and refining, along with support
for environmental crime victim outreach.

e 55,000,000 will help communities tackle the challenge of assessing, cleaning up and preparing
brownfield sites for redevelopment.

e 54,850,000 will go to children’s health issues and will fund the Children's Healthy Learning
Environments Grant and Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units (PEHSUs). PEHSUs build
capacity in vulnerable communities to reduce children's environmental exposures in child-occupied
settings and address children’s COVID-19 environmental health risks.

ED_006597_00001036-00005



e 54,700,000 will be used for drinking water and compliance monitoring in rural and tribal areas. This
supports small and underserved public water systems and wastewater treatment facilities through
in-person technical assistance, including a circuit rider program, and supports integrating EJ into EPA
permit-writing.

e 52,150,000 will support the agency’s community driven solutions effort to collaboratively build
community capacity to address air and water issues in underserved communities. Specialized
technical assistance will help align school reopening investments with clean air and neighborhood
cooling shelter needs and promote equitable resilience and revitalization.

e 51,600,000 will support the Tribal General Assistance Program. This program supports efforts by
tribes to engage their community members on priority EJ water and air quality issues. Tribes and
indigenous organizations will also be eligible for all the above support mechanisms.

e $720,000 will be used to enhance the development of EISCREEN, the EJ analysis tool and support
related resources.

e $700,000 is allocated for a climate protection program to advance data analytics work in the Office
of Air and Radiation to identify cumulative burdens and improve equity outcomes for vulnerable
communities, and to advance regulatory analytics and policy modeling to better incorporate
environmental justice considerations.

e  $500,000 will support new methods of outreach and support for those performing analysis and
outreach related to critical EJ issues in the oil and gas sector.

e 51,000,000 will be used for administrative costs pursuant to the 2% reserved in the law for this
purpose.
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